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01.Interpreting FIRMs & FIS reports 02. Limitations of FIRMs & FISs 03.Use shoreline change 
history in decisions 04.Use sea-level rise data and projections in decisions 05.Consider storm 
surge in land-use decisions 06.Use Coastal Hazards Characterization Atlas data 07.Use best 
available data for coastal hazards 08.Make hazard information available & accessible 09.Share 
emergency information 10.Create a community master plan 11.Create a multi-hazard mitigation 
plan   12.Create risk mitigation strategies 13.Create a multi-objective management plan 
14.Establish an Area of Critical Environmental Concern 15.Pass strict zoning ordinances and 
regulations 16.Consider potential future conditions when siting new development 17.Keep 
public infrastructure outside of hazard-prone areas 18.Incorporate NFIP requirements into local 
ordinances and regulations 19.Change local regulations to allow more appropriate development 
20.Create permanent no-build areas 21.Encourage freeboard 22.Use a cumulative definition of 
substantial improvement/damage 23.Require foundation/building certification 24.Conduct 
inspections of lower-area enclosures 25.Use flood and erosion control structures 26.Use non-
structural shore protection 27.Use hybrid shore protection 28.Retrofit existing structures 
29.Relocate existing structures 30.Acquire existing structures 31.Protect critical access routes 
32.Keep roads and utilities out of damage-prone areas 33.Regularly inventory hazard risk to all 
public property 34.Insure public buildings 35.Improve construction and design of critical 
facilities 36.Site critical facilities out of harm’s way 37.Create a disaster response plan 
38.Improve disaster response coordination 39.Create a post-disaster response plan 40.Plan for 
outside help 41.Assess damage to buildings 42.Raise general hazard awareness 43.Train town 
officials through FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute 44.Train town officials through 
NOAA�s Coastal Services Center 45.Train town officials through the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) 46.Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone 
Management 47.Woods Hole Sea Grant 48.FEMA 49.The Association of State Floodplain 
Managers 50.Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) 51.Other organizations 
with outreach & education resources 52.Train town officials through other state agencies
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Owners may not use their property in ways that will 
injure their neighbors. . . Thus, even in those 
cases in which regulation removes all value from 
the property, the owner will not receive 
compensation if the regulation prohibits an 
injurious use.

– Roger Pilon, Senior Fellow and Director, Cato 
Institute
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Local governments have the right, and 
responsibility to manage coastal 
floodplains. 

Communities are over 100 times more likely 
to be successfully sued for permitting 
damaging projects that for prohibiting them
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Base Flood Elevation (BFE)
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At BFE

BFE + 2’

Savings: BFE + 2’

Annual premium
$3,859

$1,951

$1,908

30-year Total
$115,770

$58,530

$57,240

B=�4���	�I�>J ���
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