Session 6: Questioning Strategies

Questioning is a vital and powerful teaching strategy, a crucial component of just about
any teaching sitnation. This is especially the case when learning situations are based on
what students experience, with questions about and reflections on that experience used to
develop and refine concepts. Questions can open doors at every stage of the learning
experience—inviting students into activities and generating ideas by creating interest in a
new topic; helping guide explorations; introducing new concepts; and encouraging
students to apply their ideas to different situations. Skilled instructors use questions to
find out what students think and draw attention to conflicting ideas. Well-sequenced

' questions can initiate the sharing of ideas, encourage development of multiple hypotheses
or altemative explanations, help students recall prior knowledge, allow them to
synthesize new information, and help guide logical thinking.

There is an art to questioning strategies and to balancing the amount of asking and telling
used in a teaching situation. There is no single formula for what this balance should be,
and it changes from situation to situation. Experience and practice can hone great
expertise and questioning know-how—but just as often, one can observe veteran teachers
. who do not use guestioning as effectively as they could to elevate their classes to
interactive learning experiences as opposed to perfunctory question and answer drills.
Reflection and analysis of the effect of certain kinds and sequences of questions on
learning is essential. o

The reading for this session provides a strategy of sorts for evaluating your own
questioning strategies while teaching and suggests guidelines for knowing which types of
questions can help learners the most.
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