Trip Report 

New England Sustainability Summit, 2010
The Crowne Plaza Hotel, Worcester, MA
April 23, 2010
WHOI Attendees:  Laurie Thompson and Richard Lovering
Session 1A: The Economic Dynamics of Sustainability on Campus 

Facilitator:  John Cusack of Gifford Park Associates
Panelists: Steven Winter of Steven Winter Associates; Eva Klein of Eva Klein Associates; Robert Weygand, VP Admin, URI; Greg Havens of Sasaki
Highlights of Discussion:  Provided an overview of how different campuses defined their sustainability goals and shared some of the plans that were devised, how they were  implemented, and the importance of benchmarking.
Overview:

· Building Fuel Efficiency - Walk through each building to determine areas that can be improved on.  Possibly enlist an Energy Specialist

· Perform Audits on building energy use -  Vary in degrees from I) Simple, II) Complicated,  III) Investment grade
· TMV – Test, Measure and Verify on a regular basis

· Retro Commissioning – Go back to new and existing buildings to identify additional areas of improvement

· Become LEED Certified – Leadership in Energy Environmental Development.  Ratings are from Platinum down to Silver

· Create “Joined up Thinking” in the Campus Master Plan.  Always be aware and make aware the energy repercussions (emissions wise).  Examples would include promoting biking, walking, gardening, saving wetlands
Session 2A & 3A: Advancing Carbon Neutrality on Campus & Renewable Energy for Colleges and Universities
Facilitator:  David Hales, College of the Atlantic

Panelists:  Jennifer Andrews, Clean Air-Cool Planet; Brett Pasinella, UNH; Susan Sloan-Rossiter, VHB; Edward Terceiro, Jr., Mount Wachusett Community College; Nancy Lee Wood, Institute for Sustainability & Post-Carbon Education, Bristol Community College
Overview:

· Identify Strategic Plan (Governance Plan). Need a Buy-In of Plan 

· Map greenhouse emissions; commuting, purchased electricity, internal heating source, solid waste.
· Define Total Energy Costs and develop greenhouse gas inventory
· Devise a Plan: Projected Green House Gas Reduction.  
Establish Projects and Policies

Establish an Energy Efficiency Revolving Fund

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/
· Transport Demand Management: Transportation is 28% of total emissions in USA.  Change Community Behavior.  Examples: reduce drive alone commuting, better utilize land use, and generally improve individual health.
· Look for Industries that need to comply with State Energy Policies that require at least 5% of all electricity sales be in renewable energy.  Non-Profit institutes would be the best vehicle for this compliance.  

· Three primary funding areas: Infrastructure Operations, Educational Programming, Research & Industry Support.

· Non-profit’s best bets are: ARPA-E, MREC, ERA, NOAA  

· Focus on industry partnerships

Summary
The attendance was about 270, the Panelists were at the top of their respective fields, the attendees were eager to learn and the obvious buy-in of sustainability at the campus level was undeniably impressive.  I recommend that STF members attend similar future seminars whenever timing and funding allows.
Some additional thoughts from Rich:

· All the attendees have been at this for awhile

· The speakers touched on all topics that the STF is discussing

· Mostly it was college focused, State funded stuff too

· All Institution have long term plans

· The best idea I heard was the revolving loan fund.  This fund supports itself through the savings it generates funding green projects.   We would need some seed money to establish it.  Something for Development to fund raise for.

· Most impressive was Mt. Wachusett Community College presentation for their energy programs.  Award winning programs and getting Federal recognition and funding.

