OFP mooring recovery cruise plan DRAFT 17 Aug 2011

Cruise objectives are (1) dragging ops to recover main OFP mooring 




(2) normal recovery of short (contingency) sediment trap mooring 

located nearby (single trap at 3200m)

Due to amount of old wire and anchors on bottom, dragging procedure will be to hook/cut mooring line below the dual releases, located 500 mab (total water depth 4500m)

Cruise personnel:


-Maureen Conte (Chief Sci., BIOS, USA)


-Scott Worrilow (WHOI, USA)*


-Damian Grundle (U Victoria, Canadian)


-Brian Hogue (WHOI, USA)*


-Dan Bogarth (WHOI, USA)*

*participants on Eglinton cruise

Cruise Mobilization Sep 29-30: at WHOI in conjunction with  Eglinton cruise mob:

(1) Load gear:


-wire basket with dragging equipment (weight, depressor, chain, grapnels)

-wire basket with mooring flotation + OFP mooring items


-3 empty wire baskets (borrowed from Trask, for temporary use during cruise)


-pallet with refrigerator 


-hand carry for stowage: two release boxes, misc OFP gear in two crates. 


-hand carry for stowage: pinger (?, check Oceanus may have already)

(2) Any deck work? Ie  Do we need to spool wire on trawl winch, other setup??

[Oceanus on Eglinton cruise Line W ~3000m isobath (mooring and multicore work]

BIOS cruise ops

14 October PM- Truck transport two empty wire baskets, 6 pallets alongside Pennos Wharf, accessible for offloading gear from ship

17 October AM Truck transfer of Conte gear to BIOS (? In absence of ship crane, will need forklift to get gear on the truck)

13 October (“touch and go” changeover)

Arrival St Georges in AM. 

MOB for dragging ops, science crew switch.

-hand carry a few crates of OFP lab supplies + ORE release gear onboard

- lab setup

-any ship deck set up? 

1600 
Conte cruise departure. 

Transit to OFP mooring site (31 o 50.018’N, 64 o09.940’W, anchor over)

~2100   Arrival OFP site. 

-12 kHz Survey of mooring position (also ADCP survey?)


- Prepare deck for dragging


- Payout of dragging line

14-15 October

~0630 Commence dragging ops at first light (0720 sunrise)


When mooring freed, commence mooring recovery (~4 hrs)


When mooring recovered and secured, depart for site of contingency mooring 

                    (13o54.832’ N, 64004.751W)

Recovery of contingency mooring (single trap at 3200m depth. ~2 hrs)

When recovery complete and gear secured, depart for St Georges

Operation to be scheduled if time allows (ie quick success with the dragging ops) : ADCP survey (star pattern) centered on OFP site (31deg50min N, 64deg10minW) to assess eddy field AND/OR full ocean depth CTD cast (no bottles)

16 October

Arrival St Georges. Ideally 1200 arrival but no later than sunset (1845 sunset).

Offload Conte gear, excepting: 

-wire on winch, to be discarded at WHOI

-3 wire baskets borrowed from Trask

-ORE release equipment (releases, frame, deck box) borrowed from Scott W.

17 October

AM Departure of Oceanus for Wood Hole

