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ROBERT A. WELLER       
Born:  

July 27, 1950 
Education:  

B.A., 1972, magna cum laude, Harvard University  (Engineering and applied physics) 
  (advisor:  Dr. D. James Baker) 
Ph.D., 1978, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego, 1978 
  (advisor:  Dr. Russ Davis) 

Awards:  
Patent:  U.S. Patent No. 4,152,934, "Vector Measuring Current Meter" (with R. Davis,  

assigned to the Secretary of the Navy) 
James B. Macelwane Award, 1986, American Geophysical Union 
Fellow, American Geophysical Union, 1986 
Henry B. Bigelow Chair for Excellence in Oceanography, 1993-1997 
Secretary of the Navy Chair in Oceanography, 1998-2002 
Sverdrup Gold Medal, American Meteorological Society, 2003 
Fellow, American Meteorological Society, 2003 
 

Special Scientific Interests:   
Upper ocean response to atmospheric forcing  (wind stress and buoyancy flux); the role 
of horizontal variability in air-sea interaction; the role of surface waves and related 
processes in upper ocean dynamics ; coupling between the upper ocean and the interior; 
Innovative ocean observations; prediction of upper ocean variability on scales of meters 
to 10's of kilometers; dustained observations in and at the surface of the ocean; the 
ocean's role in climate. 
 

Recent Positions and Experience: 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution - Senior Scientist, 1994- ;Director, 
Cooperative Institute for Climate and Ocean Research, 1998-2010; Chair, 
Department of Physical Oceanography, July 2006- 

 
Recent Field Work: 

R.V. Revelle, Chief Scientist, climate studies, mooring recovery and deployment, 
Hawaii, June 2006. 

NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown, Chief Scientist, climate studies and mooring recovery 
and deployment, northern Chile, October 2006. 

R.V. Oceanus, Chief Scientist, mode water formation experiment, mooring recovery and 
deployment, Woods Hole to Woods Hole, November 2006. 

R.V. Oceanus, Chief Scientist, mode water formation experiment, mooring recovery and 
deployment, Woods Hole to Woods Hole, September-October 2007. 

NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown, Chief Scientist, climate studies and mooring recovery 
and deployment, northern Chile, October 2007. 

R.V. Kilo Moana,  Chief Scientist, mooring recovery and deployment, Hawaii, June 
2008. 

NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown, Chief Scientist, VAMOS Ocean Cloud Atmosphere  
Land Study (VOCALS), Charleston SC to Arica, Chile, Sept. 21-Nov 3, 2008 
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