
Biographical sketch: Vanden Berghe, Edward 
 
Professional preparation:  
 

‘Kandidaat’ Biological Sciences (comparable to BA), Free University Brussels, 1976.  
‘Licentiaat’ Zoological Sciences (comparable to MSc), Free University Brussels, 1978. 

Title of thesis: Differential food preferences in five species of Tisbe (Copepoda, 
Harpacticoida).  

PhD Sciences/Biology, Free University Brussels, 1988. Title of thesis: Functional 
morphology of the nematode pharynx.  

No post-doctoral training – went directly for project management in Kenya 
 
Employment:  
 

Executive Director, Ocean Biogeographic Information System. From May 2007 to present 
Manager, Flanders Marine Data and Information Centre, Flanders Marine Institute. From 

November 1999 to April 2007.  
Manager of the project ‘Biodiversity Information for the African Rift’; Royal Museum for 

Middle Africa. From September 1999 to October 1999.  
Manager of the project ‘Regional Co-operation in Scientific Information Exchange – 

Western Indian Ocean’; Limburg University Centre on behalf of the Flemish Inter-
University Council. From 1 April 1996 to 31 October 1998.  

Taxonomic Database Advisor, Royal Museum for Middle Africa, Brussels, Belgium. 16 
January 1996 – 15 March 1996.  

Biodiversity Database Co-ordinator; National Museums of Kenya. 15 March 1993 – 31 
December 1995.  

Guest lecturer in the Postgraduate Programme ‘Fundamental and applied Marine Ecology’, 
Free University of Brussels. December 1990 to present 

Lecturer, Department of Zoology, University of Nairobi. 1 January 1989 – 31 December 
1992.  

Resident expert, Kenya Belgium Project in Marine Sciences (Based at KMFRI, Mombasa). 
Free University Brussels, on behalf of the Flemish Inter-University Council. 1 May 
1988 – 31 December 1988.  

Assistant Lecturer, Free University Brussels. 1 August 1984 – 30 April 1988.  
Scientific Collaborator, State University Ghent. 1 November – 31 July 1984.  
Assistant Lecturer, Free University Brussels. 1 November 1978 – 31 October 1988.  

 
 
Synergistic activities: 
 

Co-chair (with Mark Costello) of the Steering Committee of the World Register of Marine 
Species 

Member of the International Team of Species 2000 
Member of the IOC Group of Experts, Biological and Chemical Data Management and 

Exchange Practices. 2002 to present. Chair of the group from 2002 to 2006. 
Chair of the Organising Committee of the ‘Ocean Biodiversity Informatics’ Symposium, 

organised in Hamburg, 29 November – 1 December 2004 
Member of the Editorial Board for the Journal of East African Natural History. 1 June 

1995 to present. 
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Co-authors 
 

Appeltans, Mees, Seys, Hernandez, Haspeslag, Deneudt, Claus, Vandepitte, Vanhoorne, 
Lescrauwaet, T’Jampens: Flanders Marine Institute, Oostende, Belgium 

Degraer, Deprez, Vincx: University Ghent, Belgium 
Wittoeck, Hostens, Cooreman, Hillewaert: Fisheries research institute, Oostende, Belgium 
Samyn: Royal Belgian Institute for Natural History, Brussels, Belgium 
Rees: retired (ex Cefas) 
Eggleton: Cefas, Burnham, UK 
Costello: Auckland University, New Zealand 
Brown, Pissierssens: Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO 
Levitus: NOAA 
Grassle, Zhang: Institute of Marine Sciences, Rutgers University 

 
 
Supervisors 
 

MSc thesis: Prof. Dr Ph Polk, retired (ex-Free University Brussels) 
PhD thesis: Prof. Dr D. Roggen, retired (ex-Free University Brussels) 

 
Students in last 4 years 
 

Jelvas M. Mwaura (2006-2007) and Kanyange W. Nyaga (2005-2006), both on Ecomama 
postgraduate programme, Free University Brussels. Now both back at Coral Reefs in the 
Indian Ocean (CORDIO) project, Mombasa, Kenya 


