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We are currently anchored at 69.50N, 133.12W waiting for a fuel barge. It is calm with broken clouds, a perfect time to go up top to the
Crows Nest.
Before electronics, ship navigation was done by sight. One person stayed up in the crow's nest, a platform or barrel attached to the main
mast, to keep watch. In rough seas, the Crow's Nest moves quite a bit. Think of a pendulum-- the ship is the base and the Crow's Nest is
the bob, moving back and forth, back and forth. In rough weather, this swing can be really severe, up to 90 degrees (45 degrees off each
side of the vertical) as well as front-to-back movement.

Above the Bridge stands the highest point on the ship, the yellow
Crow's Nest.

Yes, you can see farther from the Crow's Nest than form the
Bridge, but not that far...land is on the right horizon.

Hazards such as ice and other ships were best spotted from here. Before radio, the watch keeper used hand signals, or just yelled. The
invention of the speaking tube improved communications.
Under especially hazardous sailing conditions, a bow watch was also ordered. During rough seas, this was very cold and wet duty that
lasted hours and hours. It is interesting to note how much the human eye was relied upon for navigation.

The speaking tube from the Crow's Nest is located just above the
helm, where the Quartermaster navigates the ship under direction
of the Watch Keeper. Perhaps it should be called the yelling tube
because you must yell in order to be heard below.

The LSSL fore deck from the Crow's Nest.

Now all ship navigation is done by radar and satellite. Visibility extends more than 240 miles. Maps have details of most known hazards.
The ship even has an auto-pilot!
The climb up to the Crow's Nest is now just to maintain the radar equipment located on top, and for a taste of old times.

I begin my descent from the Crow's Nest. Photo by Brian Hunt.

I am about half way down the Crow's Nest ladder. I am wearing
red gloves. The gloves are needed to keep a good hold on the
ladder. Photo by Brian Hunt.

Last updated: October 19, 2015

Copyright ©2007 Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, All Rights Reserved.
Mail: Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 266 Woods Hole Road, Woods Hole, MA 02543, USA.
E-Contact: info@whoi.edu; press relations: media@whoi.edu, tel. (508) 457-2000
Problems or questions about the site, please contact webdev@whoi.edu

