Wednesday, 5 July 2005

Kalispera from the R/V AEGAEO -

We're on station after a tranquil transit from Piraeus to Lesbos to Chios. The diversion to Lesbos allowed the crew to recover a malfunctioning oceanographic buoy, which will be repaired on board and then re-deployed next week.

We had an excellent day today, arriving at Chios around 3:30 p.m. We put in AEGAEO's small remotely operated vehicle to be certain of the wreck's position, then we laid out our acoustic navigation transponders. After dinner we prepped the SeaBED AUV for the first dive on the ancient wreck site. Our goal was to find the wreck within our local coordinate system, and collect images on the wreck to check our camera settings.

Dr. Ryan Eustice and Dr. Chris Roman wrote the mission plan, something they've done plenty of times before. These are two of Hanu Singh's former students, who built the vehicle during their PhD studies at MIT. Chris and Ryan are our mapping gurus, able to turn photographs and sonar data into beautiful, accurate three dimensional maps. For archaeology, good site maps are crucial.

When the sun went down, we launched the AUV; nighttime makes it a little easier to collect good imagery, as there is no ambient light to overexpose the images. The mission ran for about two hours, but anticipation made it seem longer.

About midnight, a few of us went on deck in time to see the AUV's strobe beacon switch on as the vehicle ascended. A few minutes later SeaBED surfaced and we brought it aboard. Downloading the data to our computers, the first images were the usual fare: mud, mud mud. But toward the end of the survey  --  shipwreck!

Our immediate goals met on the first dive, we enjoyed a late night snack on the top deck and the team discussed plans for tomorrow. A later start, to allow some sleep for us and the vessel's crew.

Tomorrow promises to be a good day....
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