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Education

B.S.  Biology, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1993
M.S. Environmental Science, American University, 2001
Ph.D. Biology, Boston University, 2008. Advisor: Dr. Phillip Lobel
Dissertation Title: The Ecology and Phylogeography of Ciguatera on Coral Reefs

Professional Experience

2015-present Research Specialist, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)
2010-2015 Research Associate Ill, WHOI

2007-2010 Postdoctoral Investigator, WHOI. Advisor: Dr. Donald Anderson
2005-2006 Research Assistant, Marine Biological Laboratory

2002-2005 Graduate Research Assistant, Boston University Marine Program
1998-2002 Policy Analyst, ADI Technology Corp., Arlington, VA

1997-1998 Policy Analyst, Designers & Planners, Inc., Arlington, VA

Awards

2006 American Institute of Biological Sciences Emerging Public Policy Leader Award,
Honorable Mention

2006 Palmer-McLeod Fellowship, Boston University

2005 Arthur G. Humes Alumni Award, Boston University

Research Interests

Ecology and molecular biology of phytoplankton taxa responsible for harmful algal blooms,
particularly questions regarding the determinants of bloom structure and the biogeography of
species and strains.

Professional Activities

* Associate Director, Cooperative Institute for the North Atlantic Region (CINAR)

* U.S. National HAB Committee, Ex Officio member

* Editorial Advisory Board, Harmful Algae

* Reviewer for NOAA ECOHAB program; manuscript reviews for Aquatic Microbial Ecology,
Desalination and Water Treatment, Journal of Applied Phycology, Journal of Biogeography,
Journal of Biological Research, Journal of Phycology, Journal of Proteomics, PLoS One,
Harmful Algae, Hydrobiologia, Marine Ecology Progress Series, Marine Ecology Resources,



Marine Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Proteomics, Oceanologia, Polar Biology, Toxicon,
Toxins.
* Session Chair, Sixth Symposium on Harmful Algae in the U.S., Austin, TX, 2011

Participation in Education

* Thesis committee member: Lacey Rains (FGCU, M.S. awarded 2015)

* Thesis committee member: Chris Loeffler (UVI, M.S. awarded 2011)

* Co-mentor: Yixiao Xu (guest student, Nanjing University, P.R. China, Ph.D. awarded 2013)

* Guest lecturer, Sea Education Association (2008-2010)

* Guest lecturer, Boston University (2010)

* Guest lecturer, University of the Virgin Islands (2009)

* Graduate Teaching Fellow, Boston University Marine Program: Tropical Biology field course,
Wee Wee Caye, Belize (2004, 2006); Tropical Biology field course, St. John, USVI (2005);
Ichthyology course, laboratory and lecture; 2004

Supervision

2013-present Taylor Sehein, Research Assistant
2008-2013 Northeastern University undergraduate co-op interns, (13)
2008-2009 NOAA Hollings Scholars (2)

Cruise Participation/Field Experience

2012 Oceanographic cruise, ARCHEMHAB expedition: Greenland to Iceland (Jul 23-Aug
9) aboard RV Maria S. Merian

2011 Marakei, Kiribati: Field sampling for benthic dinoflagellates

2007, 2010  St. Thomas, USVI: Field sampling for benthic dinoflagellates

2003 Johnston Atoll, Pacific Ocean: SCUBA-based sampling for benthic dinoflagellates
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Professional Affiliations

International Society for the Study of Harmful Algae (ISSHA)
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
Sigma Xi, the Scientific Research Society

American Society of Limnology and Oceanography

Additional Skills and Courses

Workshop on Molecular Evolution, Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole. Jul 24-Aug 2,
2011

Strategies and Techniques for Analyzing Microbial Populations, Marine Biological Laboratory,
Woods Hole. Aug 3-10, 2011

Proteomics, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, NY, Jul 22-Aug 4, 2010

PADI advanced SCUBA diver certification



