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¢ USED AS A VARIABLE SELECTION TOOL TO IDENTIFY
PREDICTOR VARIABLES FOR GAM;
— DETERMINED BY WHETHER THE SEQUENTIAL
SPLITS REDUCE MODEL PREDICTIVE ERROR

* EXPLORATORY TOOL TO ELUCIDATE
FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

¢ INTERPRET ECOLOGICAL
INTERACTIONS BY FITTING NON-~
PARAMETRIC FUNCTIONS
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN RESPONSE
AND PREDICTOR VARIABLES
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— WHICH ENVIRONMENTAL VARIABLES BEST
EXPLAIN SPECIES DISTRIBUTIONS, ONCE
THEIR CONFOUNDING MUTUAL
CORRELATIONS AND SPATIAL STRUCTURE
ARE ACCOUNTED
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