
 1/2 

DAVID K. RALSTON 
Applied Ocean Physics & Engineering, MS #11 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA 02543 
508-289-2587 (p)  |  508-457-2194 (f)  |  dralston@whoi.edu 

 
EDUCATION 
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M.S., Civil & Environmental Engineering      1998 
 Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA      
B.S. and B.A., Civil & Environmental Engineering, summa cum laude    1996 
 Rice University, Houston, TX      

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Associate scientist          2011 – present 
Assistant scientist          2007 – 2011 
Postdoctoral scholar         2005 – 2007    
 Applied Ocean Physics & Engineering, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA    
Graduate researcher & instructor        2000 – 2005 
 University of California, Berkeley, CA   
Environmental engineer         1996 – 2000 
 Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, Washington, DC    

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
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and residence time, sediment transport, stratified turbulence, bathymetric effects on shallow tidal flows, frontal 
processes, and physical-biological coupling. 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 

Office of Naval Research Young Investigator Award (2008) 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution Postdoctoral Scholar fellowship (2005) 
Phi Beta Kappa, Tau Beta Pi, and Chi Epsilon honor societies 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
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Professional Engineer, California 
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